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Executive Division 


A. G. WISHON, President, Fresno. 

A. Emory WISHON, Vice-President and Gen- 
eral Manager, Fresno. 

W. E. Durrey, Secretary and Assistant Treas- 
urer, Fresno. 

ROBERT SEALY, Treasurer, New York. 

Ernst E. BEHR, Comptroller, San Francisco. 

Murray BOURNE, General Counsel and Assist- 
ant Secretary, Fresno. 

M. S. Bascock, Assistant Secretary and Assist- 
ant Treasurer, Fresno. 

H. V. JOHNSON, Assistant Secretary and Assist- 
ant Treasurer, Fresno. 

A. B. CARPENTER, Auditor, Fresno. 

V. R. FRAzEE, Assistant Auditor, Fresno. 

E.P. SMITH, Assistant to the Vice-President 
and General Manager, Fresno. 

L. J. Moore, Executive Engineer, Fresno. 

J. M. BUswELL, General Inspector, Fresno. 


Legal Division 


Murray Bourne, General Counsel, Fresno. 
F. H. Pearson, Attorney, Fresno. 


Finance Division 


W. E. Durrey, Secretary and Assistant Treas- 
urer, Fresno. 

M. S. Bascock, Assistant Secretary and Assist- 
ant Treasurer, Fresno. 

A. B. CARPENTER, Auditor, Fresno. 

V. R. Frazee, Assistant Auditor, Fresno. 

F. V. BoLLER, Stock Sales Manager, Fresno. 


Supplies Division 


D. P. Mason, Manager, Fresno. 

S. E. HICKMAN, Assistant Purchasing Agent, 
Fresno. 

J. WAINSCOAT, Assistant Manager Transporta- 
tion, Fresno. 


Operating Division 


E. A. QUINN, General Superintendent, Fresno. 

E.J. CRAWFORD, Asst. Superintendent, Fresno. 

E.R. BANKS, Superintendent of Distribution, 
Northern Division, Fresno. 

CHAS. LIGHTNER, Superintendent of Distribu- 
tion, Southern Division, Bakersfield. 

D. D. SMALLEY, Superintendent of Distribu- 


tion, Coast Division, Santa Maria. 
C. M. McCARDLE, Right-of-way Agent, Fresno. 
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Service Division 

Publicity Department 
AL C. Joy, Manager, Fresno. 

Power Sales Department 
A.M. Frost, Manager, Fresno. 
Rate and Contract Division 

Lioyp HENLEY, Manager, Fresno. 
M. E. New in, Commercial Agent, Fresno. 


Personnel Division 
Guy W. DUMBLE, Manager, Fresno. 


Power Development Division 


H. K. Fox, Supt. of Construction, Fresno. 
L. L. ELLIS, Asst. Construction Supt., Fresno. 


Power Houses 

WM. Beem, Superintendent Crane Valley Dis- 
trict, North Fork. 

J.L. THOMPSON, Supt. Kerckhoff, Auberry. 

F. R. Harp, Supt. Tule River, Springville. 

M. M. McELLIGOTT, Supt. Kern Canyon, Edi- 
son, Kern County. 

F. R. McGEoRGE, Superintendent Balch Plant, 
Kings River. 


Steam Plants 


A. Y. MEUDELL, Superintendent 
and Midway. 


Bakersfield 


District Managers 


San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
D. L. Wisuon, Bakersfield. 
F. C. CARROLL, Corcoran. 

H. G. REpFERN, Dinuba. 

P. B. WirsoN, Fresno. 
Tuos. Haxcock, Los Banos. 
J. E. Barrett, Madera. 
RALEIGH Casan, Merced. 

E. G. STAHL, San Joaquin. 
Howard H. Young, Selma. 
O. A. Kommers, Taft. 


Midland Counties Public Service Corporation 

W. E. WHITTINGTON, Coalinga. 

CHaS. J. KELLY, Paso Robles 
Obispo. 

A. D. CHURCH, Santa Maria. 


and San Luis 


Subsidiary Companies 


V. N. MICKLEBERRY, Superintendent Bakers- 
field & Kern Electric Railway, Bakersfield. 
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Where Beauty and Fertility Meet 


Territory Served by Midland Counties Public Service Corporation 
Picturesque and Productive 


HREADING their way across the 

| plains of the San Joaquin Valley 
are two high tension transmission 

lines drawing their source of power from 
the fifteen generating plants of the San 
Joaquin Light and Power Corporation and 
feeding into the distribution system of the 
Midland Counties Public Service Corpora- 
tion. By means of these lines the melted 
snows of the Sierras are made to light the 
homes and supply power for farms and 
factories 150 miles away, on the shores of 


the Pacific Ocean, whence the snows orig- 
inated in the form of vapor and clouds. 
This modern miracle is having much to 
do with the progress and development of 
the land at the end of the transmission 
lines. Embracing all of San Luis Obispo 
County, the northern portion of Santa 
Barbara County and the southern portion 
of Monterey County, is a territory of 4,220 
square miles traversed by the lines of the 
Midland Counties Public Service Corpor- 
ation. And to the east of this territory in 


AN INTRIGUING NATURAL BEAUTY 
Rolling hills wooded with oaks, herds grazing on rich grass,—everywhere a picture. 
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western Fresno County, are the Coalinga 
oil fields also served by these transmission 
lines. 

RICH IN NATURAL RESOURCES 


The Midland Counties territory, rich in 
natural resources, is endowed by nature 
with a matchless climate and an intriguing 
natural beauty. Rolling hills wooded with 
oaks and flowering shrubs; small valleys 
laced with purling streams winding away to 
the sea; here and there a jutting peak 
above the low mountains—everywhere is 
a picture. While this indeed is a land of 
beauty it also is a land of utility. 

In the Coalinga District in Western 
Fresno County in the northernmost part 
of the territory served by the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation are 
the famous Coalinga oil fields, where more 
than three hundred million barrels of oil 
have been produced since its first develop- 
ment twenty-eight years ago. Here, too, was 
installed in 1910 the first electrically oper- 
ated oil well pump. Now more than 6,500 
horsepower in electric power is used in the 
oil fields of this district. 

Across the Coast Range 
from Coalinga is the San 
Miguel and Paso Robles sec- 
tion—the almond center of 
the Pacific Coast. This pro- 
ductive country bordering the 
Salinas River has many fine 
farms, orchards and dairies 
served by electric power. Poul- 
try raising is another industry 
that is rapidly increasing in 
this district. 


NEW INDUSTRIES 


Following the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad and the State 
Highway south five miles is 
Templeton, a farming center, 
while the next community of 
importance is Atascadero, 
where large investments have 
been made in building up 
country estates, small fruit 
farms and residences. Poul- 
try raising is a new industry 
here, holding much promise 
for the future of the colony. 
South of Atascadero is Santa 
Marguerita, where the South- 
ern Pacific Railway has a 
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large electrically operated quarry from 
which rock ballast for the entire Coast 
Division is obtained. Ovef the picturesque 
Cuesta Grade is San Luis Obispo, City of 
the Bishop. This thriving city is the trading 
center for a large area producing a wide 
range of commodities, including dairy prod- 
ucts, wool, beef cattle, fruits, vegetables, 
nuts, oil, clay products, and diatomaceous 
earth. 


MORRO AND CAYUCOS 


Off toward the coast are majestic Morro 
rock and bay, around which is developing 
a fine resort city having a permanent popu- 
lation of more than 500. Much activity is 
taking place in real estate along the beaches 
in the vicinity of Morro and Cayucos. 
Many new homes are being built by a de- 
sirable class of people, who plan making 
summer and all-year homes here. In this 
vicinity are some very productive lands, 
from which are taken artichokes and other 
winter vegetables, which add considerable 
to revenues derived from dairying and stock 
raising in the nearby back country. Further 


MAJESTIC MORRO ROCK 


This great mass of stone standing as a sentinel over Morro Bay is one 
of the natural wonders of the Coast. 
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north are beautiful Cambria and San Sim- 
eon, centers of thrifty dairying and agricul- 
tural districts. 

FINE BEACHES 


A journey of twelve miles from San 
Luis Obispo brings one to Port San Luis 
and the City of Avila. Further south along 
the coast is Pismo Beach, famous as a re- 
sort. The sands of this beach are clean 
and free from all objectionable features, 
and extend southward in an unbroken 
stretch for a distance of seven miles to 
Oceano. Inland four miles is Arroyo 
Grande, a well established center, that is 
attracting attention through a new subdi- 
vision recently placed on the market. At- 
tention also is called to Arroyo Grande 
by means of a new electric sign over the 
main street. 


RICH SANTA MARIA VALLEY 


The Santa Maria Valley, south of Ar- 
royo Grande, is a rich agricultural area of 
about 26,000 acres, originally devoted to 
grain fields, which later were converted 
into sugar beet and vegetable lands. The 
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city of Santa Maria, metropolis of northern 
Santa Barbara county, is a thriving com- 
munity, noted for its pretty homes, its beau- 
tiful gardens, and its wide streets. The 
Santa Maria oil fields are south and east of 
the city of Santa Maria and have con- 
tributed greatly to the wealth of the valley. 
Guadalupe, Nipomo, Orcutt, Casmalia, 
Sisquoc and other towns dot the valley and 
nearby hill country. 
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY 

South of Santa Maria Valley lies Santa 
Ynez Valley with Solvang, Buelton, Santa 
Ynez, Los Olivos and Ballard in the upper 
portion and Lompoc, the chief center in 
the lower section. All of this country is 
productive —cattle, hay and grain on the 
rolling uplands and dairy products, fruit 
and garden vegetables in various localities 
near water sources. Near Lompoc is the 
Celite Company’s quarries, where extensive 
deposits of diatomaceous earth are worked 
into abrasives, insulation and many other 
products for uses in the arts and in indus- 
try. Approximately 700 employes are at 
work in these plants and more than 3,000 


HILLS COVERED WITH GRASS,—LOWLANDS WITH GRAIN AND FRUIT 
Hundreds of small valleys extending off from larger valleys provide ideal locations for farms. 
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electrical horsepower is served to the Celite 
Company by the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation. 

Interest in pumped irrigation for agricul- 
ture is increasing in the Lompoc section, 
and many new' plants are being installed. 


In practically all parts of the territory 
served by the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation, life and activity are in 
evidence. The forecasts generally are for 
a good year. 


NEW CUSTOM HOUSE 


It has been truly said that empires are 
built only on tidewater. The future of the 
empire of the Midland Counties is being 
amply provided for in this direction. A 
new United States Custom House was 
opened at Port San Luis on March 
19, amid impressive dedicatory ceremonies 
attended by more than 4,000 residents of 
this section and many distinguished visi- 
tors. It now is officially recognized as the 
third port of entry on the California coast. 


Another movement is on foot for the 
dredging of Morro Bay and establish- 
ment of port facilities. The section is 
awake to the importance of providing ample 
tidewater outlets not only for the products 
of the coast counties, but also for products 
of the San Joaquin Valley, offering the 
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shortest route to the sea for a large valley 
area. 
MORE HIGHWAYS PLANNED 


Highways connecting the rich San Joa- 
quin Valley with these ports are a mere 
matter of time, and not very distant at that. 
The Cholame Lateral, providing a truck 
and passenger car route between the valley 
levels and the coast, already is part of the 
State Highway system and eventually will 
be a continuous concrete artery between the 
sea and the valley with no high mountains 
to cross. Another pass across the Coast 
Range by way of Coalinga and Parkfield 
provides a short route from Western Fresno 
County to mid-state points on the coast. 
South of the Cholame Lateral is another 
low pass through Cuyama Valley, which 
eventually will be a finished road between 
McKittrick and Santa Maria. 


RAILROAD IN PROJECT 


The possibility of rail connection be- 
tween the San Joaquin Valley and coast 
points direct through low passes of the 
Coast Range is being given serious consid- 
eration by both valley and coast communi- 
ties. Much of the heavy export business 
from the San Joaquin Valley naturally 
would divert to the nearby ports in the 
event railroad facilities are provided. And 


HEART OF ARROYO GRANDE 


An electric sign hung across the main street fixes in the mind of the traveler this center of a fine agricultural 
district, 
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Eight miles of the Cholame Lateral 


between Paso Robles and Shandon are 
lighted by a special type of highway 
lighting unit which casts the rays par- | 
allel with the roadway. Night driving 
on this piece of road is made safe while 
the roadside is illuminated for several 
hundred feet on both sides. 


there is an increasing amount of 
products leaving inland Mid-Coast 
Counties of Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo and Santa Barbara that would 
seek the lower rail rates to the sea. 
POWER SHOWS GROWTH 

Power may be taken as a barometer 
of growth and earning power of a 
community. Records of the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation show 
that the demand for power has increased 
60 per cent during the past five years, while 
the increase in new business for the com- 
pany during the first three months of this 
year shows the greatest gain in the history 
of the company. The largest substation on 
the system was installed last year at Santa 
Maria with a capacity of 22,500 KVA, 
equivalent to 30,000 horsepower. ‘This 
substation is connected with an 80-mile 
transmission line from McKittrick. It is 
interesting to note that these great trans- 
formers stand on the site of the original 
Santa Maria Substation, where ten years 
ago three transformers having a capacity of 
600 KVA handled all the requirements of 
the Santa Maria District. Another sub- 
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Lighting 
the 
Highways 


station at Coalinga is the connecting link 
for the northern part of the system receiv- 


ing power from Henrietta Substation 
thirty miles away. A system of ten major 
substations supplies the territory. 

In the Midland Counties territory are 
more than 10,000 consumers of electric 
light and power. The company serves a 
total connected load of 46,500 horsepower. 

Electricity for heating and cooking is 
used very extensively in homes in the Mid- 
land Counties territory. This factor is 
largely responsible for an unusually high 
load factor of 65 per cent for the system. 
There is very little seasonal fluctuation in 
the use of power, although there are more 
than 500 plants using electricity for pump 
irrigation. 


A Land of Natural Playgrounds 


Scenes Along the Highways, Fine Beaches, Hotels and Auto Camps 
Lure Vacationists to Mid-Coast Counties 


tractions of the Mid-Counties dis- 

trict in Santa Barbara, San Luis 
Obispo and Monterey Counties are the 
beautiful drives over the gently winding 
highways, where every turn reveals a dif- 
ferent scene, a new picture. Yet there 
are many points of more than ordinary in- 
terest to be found in this all-year vacation 
land. The coast line of more than 100 
miles from San Simeon to Surf is marked 
with fine beaches, interesting coves and 
bays, wild places where sea birds play in 
the surf of the balmy Pacific. Pismo Beach, 
one of the finest stretches of strand on the 
Pacific Coast, is a popular summer resort. 
“The permanent population of the city of 
Pismo has more than doubled during the 
past four years. The beach is famous for 
the giant Pismo clams which are dug at 
low tides almost every day in the year. A 
municipal pier erected at a cost of $100,- 
000 provides surf fishing for the disciples 
of Isaak Walton and their luck is usually 
good. Thousands of vacationists from the 
warm inland valleys avail themselves of 
the cool sea breezes and entertainment fea- 
tures of Pismo. Because of the fine condi- 
tion of the beach a record crowd is antici- 
pated this year, the opening date being May 
1 when the seaside season starts with a big 
celebration. 

Another popular and growing seaside 
resort is Morro Bay formed by the pro- 
tection of Morro Rock. A young city here 
is in the making and much activity is being 
shown in real estate. New subdivisions 
overlooking the bay are in process of forma- 
tion and many new houses have been built. 
A new plunge is being built at Morro at a 
cost of $50,000 to be opened in May. Other 
attractive homesites between Morro and 
Cayucos are being placed on the market 
and much building is going on. The pro- 
posal to dredge Morro Bay for port pur- 
poses is being given some consideration and 
in the event this project is consummated 
this locality will advance very rapidly. 

“The Coast section is famous for its fine 
hotels which offer visitors accommodations 
equal to any found in large cities and 


A MONG the most outstanding at- 
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usually at a much lower cost. In the heart 
of a food producing center entire menus 
are made up of products grown in the 
neighborhood. 

In the Coast Range are many points of 
interest to visitors while numerous curative 
hot springs are the Meccas of thousands of 
health seekers each year. The famous hot 
sulphur springs and mud baths of Paso 
Robles have a national reputation for their 
curative values. 

Numerous auto camps along the high- 
ways provide comfortable accommodations 
in delightful settings of trees and beautiful 
surroundings. 

'The vacationist will not be limited in 
choice of attractions or recreations while 
sojourning in this land where nature ever 
smiles. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES SYSTEM 
ORIGINATED IN COALINGA 

Extension of San Joaquin Power lines 
was made in 1908 to Coalinga to supply 
power wholesale to several small electric 
companies operating in the town and the 
oil fields. In 1909 A. Emory Wishon 
merged these small companies into the 
Coalinga Water and Electric Company, 
which grew into the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation when lines 
were extended across the Coast Range to 
Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Maria. 

Coalinga District having an area of 200 
square miles is the smallest in the system. 
The organization operating the district is 
composed of a line and service crew of 
seven and an office force of three, all under 
the direction of District Manager W. E. 
Whittington. 

Oil companies in this district are stead- 
ily electricizing their plants as old equip- 
ment wears out and new wells are brought 
in. In pumping, drilling and the separa- 
tion of water from oil electricity plays an 
important part in oil fields operations. 
Water pumping, line pumping, shop work 
and welding are being done electrically at 
a saving in cost and increase in efficiency. 
The Coalinga district now has 1,300 cus- 
tomers on its books. 
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Atascadero, New Poultry Center 


Famous Colony Undergoing Progressive Improvements Under 
Efficient Syndicate Management; New Hotel Opened 


BOUT seventeen years ago an inten- 
A sive advertising campaign announced 
plans for the establishment of an 
ideal California colony in San Luis 
Obispo County to be composed of small 
estates each self-supporting from the 
fruits of the soil. A civic center of a group 
of imposing buildings was built and many 
fine residences were erected on the estates. 
This colony, known as Atascadero, at- 
tracted wide attention, but, like many new 
and original ideas, encountered many dif- 
ficulties during its early periods. 

But a turning point in the affairs of the 
colony took place about two years ago when 
Oscar L. Willett undertook to unravel the 
tangled affairs of the colony. “That he has 
succeeded is evident to even the most casual 
observer visiting Atascadero. "This beauti- 
ful colony reflects prosperity. New busi- 
ness blocks occupied by busy merchants tell 
the visitor that the colony is alive and go- 
ing. A new electric sign across the high- 
way informs the visitor that Atascadero is 
on the map and proud of the fact. The ex- 
planation for this revival in interest in Atas- 
cadero is easy to find. First, and most im- 
portant, sound business principles are be- 
ing applied to the problems of the colony. 
Second, the colony holds out to the pros- 
pective homeseeker the opportunity for a 
competence in a practical business that is 
proving successful. 


A POULTRY CENTER 


Atascadero is destined to become one of 
the world’s great poultry centers. By 
1928 Atascadero will have two of the larg- 
est poultry plants in the world. The Atas- 
cadero Development Syndicate has two 
large plants built and in successful opera- 
tion, one at Paradise Valley and another 
near the colony center. The Syndicate 
now has 7,000 laying hens while buildings 
are erected to care for 30,000 laying hens 
with more than enough baby chicks to stock 
them. Buildings will be erected this sum- 
mer and fall designed for a capacity of 
100,000 laying hens during 1928. 

The Puritan Poultry Corporation, sub- 
sidiary organization of the Puritan Ice 
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Company of Santa Barbara, Guadalupe and 
Atascadero, also is building to a capacity 
of 100,000 hens late in 1928. The first 
10,000-hen plant is completed and stocked. 
The Puritan Company has a mammoth 
16,000-egg electrically operated incubator in 
operation while three more of the same size 
are ordered for delivery this fall. This 
company now is hatching 5,000 high class 
roosters for breeding purposes, so that it 
can furnish its own hatching eggs in the 
future. 

C. C. Witmer is another large operator 
in poultry entering the Atascadero field. 
He now has a plant for 10,000 hens and 
plans to build his flocks to 40,000 laying 
hens. 

These plants are the last word in scien- 
tific layout, using labor saving conveyors 
and electrical conveniences for operation at 
the lowest unit cost. 


EGG PROCESSING PLANTS | 


The Puritan Poultry Association and the 
Coast Poultry Association have installed 
Kennedy egg processing machines for coat- 
ing fresh eggs with a film of thin oil, seal- 
ing the pores in the shell which excludes 
bacteria or foreign odors from entering 
the eggs and prevents evaporation. “This 
process maintains the quality of fresh eggs 
placed in cold storage. The Puritan Com- 
pany has at Atascadero one of the most 
complete and efficient refrigerating plants 
on the Pacific Coast, erected at a cost of 
$250,000. 

While these large plants produce the 
bulk of the poultry output, they by no 
means constitute all the poultry business at 
Atascadero. More than 100 smaller plants 
ranging from a few hens to several thou- 
sand now are in successful operation. Many 
of these plants have been in operation sev- 
eral years proving the adaptability of the 
country for chickens and turkeys. 


POULTRY ASSOCIATION ACTIVE 


A well managed poultry association pro- 
vides a ready outlet for poultry products 
at top prices as well as the advantages of 
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group purchasing of supplies. One sack of 
feed can be bought from the syndicate for 
the same price the syndicate pays for hun- 
dreds and the individual receives the same 
price for eggs as the syndicate. 

But poultry is not the only source of 
income at Atascadero. The syndicate has 
approximately 1,000 rabbits of all ages, 
which number will be increased to a 
point where sufficient production will 
find a favorable market. "This advantage 
will be shared by many individual pro- 
ducers. Many small vineyards of choice 
table grapes are being set out, the syndicate 
having 540 acres as a background for this 
department of agriculture. The syndicate 
plans to increase this acreage to 2,000. 
Hogs are being demonstrated as profit pro- 
ducers by the syndicate with a herd of 200 
choice Durocs and Poland Chinas. Sheep 
have been introduced with a double pur- 
pose. The droves consume the grass on the 
hills, reducing fire hazard and cost of fight- 
ing fires and at the same time showing a 
profit. 
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J. C. BENEDICT AND HER RABBITT AND 
POULTRY PLANT AT ATASCADERO 


Her electrically equipped home and poultry plant are under 
one roof separated by a garage and storeroom. 
necessary for her to step out of doors in caring for her 500 
hens. 
breeding pen of thoroughbred violet and white Chinchillas. 


It is not 


She is just starting in the rabbit business with a 


The Atascadero Inn located in the civic 
center recently has been remodeled, fur- 
nished and decorated at a cost of $65,000 
and was opened to the public April 28. 
This new hostelry is completely electrically 
equipped and has as its slogan “100 rooms— 
100 baths.” The double bungalows planned 
to be erected in the vicinity of the Inn 
will be operated in connection with the 
hotel. Storage space for 40 cars in individ- 
ual garages adjoins the hotel. A golf course 
and a fine string of horses in a riding 
academy provide recreation for guests. The 
Inn will be under the management of Fred 
Bartholomew, proprietor of the Victoria 
Hotel in Los Angeles and La Loma Courts 
of Hollywood, who has taken a 15-year 
lease with option to buy. 

A live newspaper, the Atascadero News, 
under the able management of Ted Bishop 
is broadcasting to the world that Atascadero 
has arrived,—has become one of the most 
successful and progressive colonies in Cali- 
fornia. 


Many Crops Make Many Incomes 
Diversity Developing Solid Foundation for Upbuilding of San Luis 


Obispo 
AN LUIS OBISPO County led all 


California counties last year in grain 
production, with 37,000 tons of wheat 
and 15,000 tons of barley. 

Yet San Luis Obispo County is not to be 
regarded as merely grain country. During 
last season there were produced approxi- 
mately 2,000 tons of almonds, 1,453 tons of 
which were handled by the almond asso- 
ciation. 

Vegetable shipments during 1926 totaled 
approximately 7,000 cars, 5,500 carloads 
being choice green peas to tickle the palates 
of the epicures in metropolitan centers of 
the state and nation. During the month 
of March alone, 900 cars of peas of 300 
sacks to the car were shipped out. Let- 
tuce shipments for the season totaled 900 
cars, as against 153 cars during the season 
previous. Approximately 600 cars of mis- 
cellaneous shipments of celery, artichokes, 
carrots, chickory, parsley, spinach and cauli- 
flower left the county during 1926. Dur- 
ing the month of March 10,000 boxes of 
fresh green artichokes were sent to the mar- 
kets of the country. While frost still is on 
the ground in the greater part of the United 
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County. 


States, San Luis Obispo County is packing 
and shipping Brussels sprouts, carrots, cel- 
ery, cauliflower, strawberries, lettuce and 
other choice vegetables for early spring con- 
sumption in the east and middle west. 


PRICES SATISFACTORY 


A recent report to the county supervisors 
by Edwin W. Howe, county horticultural 
commissioner, states: “Prices on peas have 
risen as shipments from the west coast of 
Mexico are practically over, and the Ala- 
meda crop is just coming in. Good quality 
peas are bringing from 7 to 8 cents to the 
grower and second quality from 4 to 6 
cents. Prices on artichokes have been much 
better than last year and crate shipments 
from this county are averaging about $3.35 
net per crate to the growers. Prospects are 
that prices will continue good through 
April and possibly even in May.” 

The year 1927 promises to be a good one 
for beef cattle and stockmen of San Luis 
Obispo County, according to Parker Tal- 
bot, County Agent United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. There are at present 
40,000 head of beef cattle in the county 
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and although this is not as high a number 
as in previous years, there will be a large 
number of fat cattle sold off the grass dur- 
ing the season. The county has in it ap- 
proximately 7,000 head of sheep, many of 
which are fine stock. As a result of 24 
inches of rain during the present season the 
grazing lands are in fine condition and fat 
stock everywhere is in evidence. 


DAIRYING PROFITABLE 


The dairymen also are having a splen- 
did production of butterfat, estimated to 
bring in about two million dollars from 
the 25,000 head of dairy cattle in the 
county. Another important source of in- 
come is from 8,000 veal calves that go chief- 
ly to the San Francisco markets. These 
bring around ten to twelve dollars a head. 


In a test of 586 cows in the county, the 
average production per cow was 750 pounds 
of milk per month and 30 pounds of but- 
terfat. These tests were made from herds 
fed for year-round production. Most of 
the dairymen in this county depend on 
grass for feed, which cuts the milk flow 
down to a six or seven months’ period, yet 
proves profitable on account of the lower 
cost for feed. “he number of all-year 
herds, however, is increasing. 

Diversity is the watchword of San Luis 
Obispo agriculture. No one crop predom- 
inates so that crop failure would cause 
serious financial disturbance. As more 
lands are brought under intensive cultiva- 
tion the factor of safety will be increased. 
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A RELIC OF THE PAST 


This old stable on the grounds of the San Luis Mission 
is a characteristic of the masonry used by the mission 
builders. It is now used as a storeroom. 


OLD SPANISH FIESTA 
AT SAN LUIS OBISPO 


Unique among the celebrations of Cali- 
fornia cities is the San Luis Fiesta de las 
Flores held annually in the old Mission 
Gardens. But a stone's throw from the 
main highway, almost in the heart of town, 
yet cut off from the marts of the world of 
today by the forbidding boarded Mission 
walls, are the Mission gardens, still much 
the same as the Padres knew them of old. 

Here beneath palm and pomegranate, 
olive and rose, annually crowd thousands 
of visitors, many of them in the costumes 
of Old Spain. (Castanets click, guitars 
thrum, and were it not for the myriads of 
electric lights that turn the garden by night 
into a veritable fairyland, one could easily 
imagine one's self turned back to one hun- 
dred years ago. 

'The celebration lasts three days, begin- 
ning this year on May 20 with a parade of 
the vaqueros followed by a Cascarone ball. 
May 21 comes the Spanish costume ball and 
on May 22 an old fashioned barbecue. 

To lovers of historic California and the 


74 customs of the past it would be a hardship 


A GRAIN FIELD IN THE COAST COUNTRY 


The abundance of rain is producing a bumper crop 
of grain this year 
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to miss such an event as the Fiesta de las 
Flores at San Luis Obispo, May 20, 21 
and 22. 


HEADWoRK 

Mrs. Jones: “I always encourage my 
husband to loll in an easy chair, and park 
his feet on top of the radiator.” 

Mrs. Ash: “Why so thoughtful ?” 

Mrs. Jones: “When he goes to bed, there 
is usually about $4 in small change in the 
chair.” - — 


“North of Gaviota" 


Santa Maria and Santa Ynez Valleys Produce a Wide Range of 
Agricultural Products Worth Many Millions 


HE southernmost boundary of the 
| territory served by the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation 
is the Santa Ynez Valley and contiguous 
territory, better known in Santa Barbara 
County as “north of the Gaviota Pass.” 
This northern portion of Santa Barbara 
` County contains approximately 90 per cent 
of the area of the county and produces ap- 
proximately 80 per cent of the agricultural 
products of the county. 

According to the agricultural crop re- 
port of Eugene S. Kellogg, county com- 
missioner of agriculture, the total value of 
crops produced in the county during 1926 
was $10,220,000. Excluding grazing lands 
the area under cultivation and used for 
agriculture amounted to a total of 135,210 
acres, of which approximately 113,000 are 
north of the Gaviota. 


VEGETABLES IMPORTANT CROP 


This territory includes the rich Santa 
Maria Valley, bordered on the south by the 
oil-bearing Solomon Hills, and the Lompoc 
and Santa Ynez Valleys following the San- 
ta Ynez River. From this section a total 
of 4,778 cars of fresh vegetables were 


Tomatoes 


Early varieties of high quality are 
shipped to outside markets to 
meet off-season demands. 
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shipped out during 1926, bringing to the 
growers $1,302,271. “his is a relatively 
new department in agriculture in this sec- 
tion. Lettuce led the list with a total of 
3,299 cars, while carrots were second with 
528 cars. Peas, cauliflower,tomatoes, cel- 
ery, endive, berries, spinach and other mis- 
cellaneous crops made up the balance. Ap- 
proximately 11,000 acres are under these 
crops. The vegetables are shipped from 
modern packing plants equipped with re- 
frigerating facilities that provide the most 
favorable conditions for delivery of the 
produce to market. 

'The alfalfa produced in this section last 
year amounted to 69,391 tons valued at 
$763,000. Water for the 10,000 acres under 
this crop and for other important intensive- 
ly cultivated crops is obtained from more 
than 600 wells equipped with electric pumps. 


MANY VARIETIES OF FLOWER SEED GROWN 


Because of the favorable climatic condi- 
tions many varieties of flowers are grown 
at their best in the Lompoc and Santa 
Maria Valleys. Last year more than 662,- 
000 pounds of flower seed were shipped 
out having a total value of $420,000. Out- 


Carrots 

Of great size and tender as baby 

carrots are a feature of the Santa 
Maria Valley 
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ALFALFA AND COWS 


More than 600 electric pumping plants in 
the territory served by the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation are converting bean 
and grain land into profitable dairy farms. 
The herd of thoroughbred Holsteins in the 
upper picture are characteristic of the class of 
cattle being introduced into this section. 


standing among flower-seed operators is the 
Waller-Franklin Company which has 1,200 
acres in the Santa Maria Valley and ap- 
proximately 300 additional acres under 
contract all devoted to flower-seed produc- 
tion. In the Lompoc Valley the Burpee 
Company operates 250 acres and John 
Rogers Sons 225 acres. 

Following the establishment of the Union 
Sugar Company’s plant at Betteravia, about 
20 years ago, many thousands of acres 
were planted to sugar beets. This depart- 
ment of the agricultural products of the 
section is still an important element in 
the resources of the valley, the county re- 
port showing that 38,000 tons were pro- 
duced last year having a value of $329,000. 

Beans head the list in importance with a 
value of $1,709,200 produced from 41,389 
acres. Limas and baby limas are the vari- 
eties mostly grown, although a large per- 
centage of pinks and large whites help to 
swell the tonnage. Grain, hay, barley and 
oats produced last year on 18,500 acres had 
a value of $573,000. 


BEEF CATTLE PROFITABLE 


Over the extensive hill ranges of Santa 
Barbara county roam approximately 23,000 
head of beef cattle representing a value of 


$1,648,000 in 1926. ‘The excellent condi- 
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tion of the ranges this year as a result of the 
heavy rainfall indicates a good year for the 
cattle and sheep men. 


SMALL FARMS DEVELOPING 


'The average size of farms in the Santa 
Maria Valley is 572 acres, of which 177 
acres are classed as improved land. Many 
of these farms extend into the hill country 
and consist largly of grazing land. The 
average farm in the State of California is 
250 acres, of which 100 acres are improved 
land. The trend of the district is toward 
smaller farms and more intensive cultiva- 
tion. Increasing demand for products that 
can be grown in this section will undoubt- 
edly attract many new' farmers. 

Dairying in the Santa Maria, Lompoc 
and Santa Ynez Valleys has long been an 
important source of revenue. During 1926 
butterfat to the value of $795,286 was 
produced. This is an increase of $211,686 
over the 1925 output. Some fine herds are 
to be found in the valleys and more atten- 
tion is being given to improving the stock. 

Calves, hogs, sheep, poultry and eggs 
brought into the county another $288,500. 

The wide range of products with no one 
crop overshadowing is a sound financial 
basis for development that assures a bright 
future for this section. 
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NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS—It is the desire of 
San Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive 
this magazine without charge. It is assumed that 
one copy of the magazine will be sufficient for each 
family. If more than one copy is coming to you or 
your family, will you kindly notify us so that we may 
cancel from our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all comunications, San Joaquin Power 
Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 
ALC. Joy - - - Editor and Manager 
SYDNEY W. GREEN - - - Associate Editor 
Subscription - - - - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies = - --------- 10 Cents 
Vor. IX March, 1927 No. 3 


THE MIDLANDS COUNTRY 


This issue is largely devoted to the terri- 
tory of the Midland Counties Public Serv- 
ice Corporation. Between the San Joaquin 
Valley and the Midlands territory lie the 
Coast Range mountains. Yet the water 
that races through the turbines in our power 
plants in the Sierras is tonight lighting the 
homes that cluster around the Mission of 
Santa Ynez in Santa Barbara county 200 
miles away. The valley and the coast are 
knit together by the copper wires that climb 
the mountains and trail across the plains 
to carry electricity’s magic to home, farm 
and industry in a vast, fruitful and beauti- 
ful territory. 

It is doubtful if any other section of 
California has more attractions of interest 
than this Midlands territory. Ideal cli- 
mate; long stretches of sandy ocean beach; 
low, rolling, evergreen mountains that 
wind along within the very echo of the 
surf; picturesque valleys nestling in the 
hills and singing always of contentment; 
the ancient missions of the Padres whose 
footsteps seem still to shuffle along El 
Camino Real—these lure the tourist with 
their appeal to the imagination. But the 
Midlands territory is more indeed than 
poetry and history. From San Miguel 
south through Paso Robles, Atascadero, 
San Luis Obispo, Pismo, Santa Maria and 
on into the valley of the Santa Ynez, the 
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power lines traverse a country of marvel- 
lous fertility, unusual diversity of produc- 
tion, and busy, thrifty people. 
Midlands is developing rapidly. The 
citizens of the territory are live and pro- 
gressive. It is our hope that this issue of 
our little magazine may awaken new in- 
terest on the part of the San Joaquin Val- 
ley in the splendid country that lies to the 
west of us along the shore of the Pacific. 


TO STOP WATER WASTE 


The California legislature, which has 
just adjourned, has submitted to the people 
a proposed constitutional amendment that 
will substitute the doctrine of reasonable 
and beneficial use of water for the existing 
doctrine of riparian rights. This amend- 
ment should be adopted with a vastly pre- 
ponderant majority of our people support- 
ing it. 

Under the doctrine of riparian rights 
there can be no further irrigational devel- 
opment and there would be a constant 
menace facing even those irrigation dis- 
tricts now operating with stored flood 
waters. The riparian owner has the right 
to see all the water of the stream flow by 
his property, undiminished in quantity, no 
matter whether he uses it or not. Reasons 
for such a rule of law are to be found in 
conditions existing in England in feudal 
times, but in California, where every drop 
of water that can be conserved is needed 
for irrigation it seems ridiculous that any 
such doctrine should prevail. 


The proposed amendment does not de- 
prive the riparian owner of water that he 
may need; it merely guards against the 
wasting of water and against unreasonable 
use. 


Report has it that the riparian owners 
will combine to fight the measure, which 
means that every citizen who is thinking 
in terms of the state’s development must 
be alive to the issue’s importance and do 
his share to carry it to success. Nearly 
two years lie between us and the next elec- 
tion. A campaign of education must be 
carried on in that time. The keynote of 
that campaign should be that California 
needs water and there can never be any 
coordinated plan of water development un- 
less California follows the lead of other 
states and erases the riparian doctrine from 
its constitution. 
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Power Personalities 


E. A. QUINN, General Superintendent 


“The proudest moment in the life of E. 
A. Quinn, general superintendent of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, 
was on June 5, 1921, the day the Midway 
Steam Plant was started. He had made 
good his promise to build this plant in 
eight months' time to relieve the power 
shortage then existing. 

Ed says he is in the power business pri- 
marily because it appeals to him as the 
most pleasant occupation. His interest in 
all that has to do with the operating de- 
partment of the company bears out this 
statement. The only other thing he says 
he would rather do is to clip coupons from 
United States bonds and cash them. He 
had other ambitions as a youth, however. 
He wanted to join the Navy, also to be a 
great hunter. His early ambitions never 
were gratified, but the work of his later 
life calls for qualities found in man-o’-wars 
men and good hunters—a steady nerve and 
a cool head. 

That he has these qualities is demon- 
strated in a story he tells of being trapped 
for four hours one night in a small steam 
plant alone with a lunatic. He was badly 
scared, he admits, but nothing happened 
other than frequent thrills over the antics 
of the maniac. 
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The greatest man Quinn ever met was 
the first foreman he worked for. At least, 
those were the impressions he gained of 
this man at the time he went to work. He 
still believes he was a great man. 

From this man and other influences 
Quinn has framed his chief ambitions in 
life in the following words: “To do my 
job to the best of my ability and, in passing 
through, leave the world none the worse 
for my having been here." 

E. A. Quinn was born in Montreal, 
Canada, in 1878, coming to the United 
States as a boy. He attended school in 
Chicago, and came to California in 1894, 
where he entered Santa Clara College, 
majoring in engineering. He entered the 
employ of the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation June 3, 1914, as general su- 
perintendent. 


MADERA DISTRICT PLANS 
FOR "NO-ACCIDENT" RECORD 


Madera District has organized a safety 
committee and held a meeting on the eve- 
ning of April 12, when all employes 
pledged themselves to start a no-accident 
campaign in that district. 

'The local Accident Prevention Commit- 
tee will analyze every accident that occurs, 
and fix the responsibility. Faulty and un- 
safe practices also will be watched for by 
all employes. 

'This puts Madera on the road towards 
such fine records as San Joaquin, Coalinga 
and Los Banos have established. A year 
ago February the San Joaquin District had 
two slight accidents, which resulted in no 
lost time. Those were the last accidents in 
that district. “The last accident in the 
Coalinga District was in September, 1926, 
so that this district is well on the road 
towards a full year record. 

Although there was a slight accident in 
the Los Banos District in December, 1926, 
that district holds an enviable record. The 
total cost of all accidents in about two and 
one-half years in that district is $3.75. 

"These districts are showing what can be 
done and should be an example to all of the 
other districts. 

J. M. BuswELL, Chairman, 

CENTRAL ACCIDENT PREVENTION CoM- 

MITTEE 
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HAROLD K. FOX HONORED 
BY PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

Harold K. Fox, Chief Construction 
Engineer of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation, was accorded a distinct 
honor when asked to talk before the School 
of Engineering of Princeton University on 
March 15 as a Cyrus Fogg Brackett lec- 
turer, the fourth of ten to appear each year. 

The Brackett lectures are regarded as 
important events by the Princeton Engi- 
neering Association, the lecturer coming to 
the University as a guest of Dean A. M. 
Greene Jr. Mr. Fox was entertained with 
a drive about the magnificent grounds of 
the University during the afternoon view- 
ing the important buildings and many 
points of historical interest. A dinner to 
a select group was given in the home of 
the Dean at 6:30 followed by the lecture 
in the Freshman Commons room at 8:30. 

Mr. Fox took for his subject “Meeting 
the West’s Electrical Demands.” Follow- 
ing the lecture which was illustrated with 
slides, Mr. Fox presented the premier 
showing of “A Carpet of Green,” a new 
film which traced the developments of the 
San Joaquin Power System. A barrage of 
questions leveled at the lecturer in an in- 
formal engineering discussion brought the 
meeting to a close. 

A very formal acknowledgement of ap- 
preciation for Mr. Fox’s services to the 
faculty and engineering students, signed by 
the President of Princeton University, 
President of Princeton Engineering Asso- 
ciation, and the Dean of the Engineering 
School, was forwarded to Mr. Fox on his 
return, April 5. A copy of the acknowl- 
edgement follows: 


Presented to 
HAROLD K. FOX 


In Appreciation of his services as 
Cyrus Focc BRACKETT LECTURER 


Before the Engineering Faculty and 
Students of Princeton University under 
the Cyrus Fogg Brackett lectureship 
in Applied Engineering Technology. 


JOHN GRIER HIBBEN 
President Princeton University 


ARTHUR M. GREENE, JR. 
Dean of Engineering Princeton University 


_ GEORGE J. TINER 1 
President Princeton Engineering Association 
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FOUR LITTLE MAIDS 
San Joaquin Power Girls who assisted Mrs. Tripp in 
entertaining club women. They are, left to right: Myrtle 
Flake, Lois Smith, Ruth Hayden and Marjorie Klum. 


CLUB WOMEN HEAR TALKS 
ON ELECTRIC HOME HELPS 

That information on the practical appli- 
cation of electricity to home making is a 
subject in which club women find much to 
interest them was demonstrated on the 
afternoon of March 21 when 220 members 
of the Parlor Lecture Club were present 
at “Home Making Day,” the annual meet- 
ing of the home economics department of 
the club. 

The meeting was addressed by Mrs. W. 
W. Goodrich, state chairman of the Ameri- 
can home departmen*, who stressed the im- 
portance of the home in a child's environ- 
ment, and of modern aids to efficient home 
making. Other speakers were J. U. Berry 
on "Home Development," Mrs. Mabel E. 
Tripp of the Valley Electrical Supply Com- 
pany on "Cooking by Electricity," and 
Robert Eltringham on "Electrical Refriger- 
ation." 

Luncheon consisting of salmon loaf, 
green peas, asparagus salad, rolls, coffee, 
and frozen dessert, was served by Mirs. 
Tripp, assisted by Lois Smith, Marjorie 
Klum, Ruth Hayden and Myrtle Flake, 
San Joaquin Power girls in black and 
white maids' costumes. Individual tables 
covered with green cloths and white doilies 
with decorations of yellow poppies were 
used. 

Mrs. Annie Thomas in Welch costume 
sang a group of songs and Mrs. A. G. 
Wahlberg led the club in the flag salute 
and the singing of “America the Beautiful." 
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E. P. BUTT KILLED WHILE 
INSPECTING NEW LINE 


Edward P. Butt, for the past seven 
years superintendent of line construction, 
was instantly killed on the Poso Ranch 
near Firebaugh, on 
March 23, when he 
attempted to crawl 
through a barbwire 
fence that was 
charged with 10,000 
volts from a fallen 
power line. 

The last persons 
to see Butt alive 
were E. R. Banks, 
superintendent of 
the northern divis- 
ion and M. E. New- 
lin, manager of the commercial department 
when Butt left them Wednesday noon to 
inspect a portion of a 17-mile line under 
construction from Poso Junction to El 
Nido. The accident occurred on a spot 
far removed from habitations and the body 
was not discovered until Friday afternoon 
when C. R. McAnally and Frank Mar- 
tinez, San Joaquin Power linemen, came 
upon the scene in their work of coiling up 
old wire removed from the poles. 

That Butt was not missed is ex- 
plained by the fact that his assistant to 
whom he made daily reports in Fresno 
was called away to another city on account 
of the serious illness of one of the mem- 
bers of his family, leaving his work to a 
clerk who had no knowledge of the daily 
report. The last report Butt made 
Wednesday to his superior, Banks, was 
satisfactory and no further conference on 
the work in progress was expected for 
several days. Butt’s work took him on 
long trips to various parts of the system 
so his foremen on the job were not alarmed 
over his absence. 

Edward P. Butt was born in Kansas, 
December 12, 1871, coming to California 
in 1910. He came to work for San Joa- 
quin Power in August, 1919, and except 
for a short period when he was loaned to 
the Great Western Power Company had 
been employed continuously as power line 
superintendent. In this capacity he had 
supervised the construction of the greater 
portion of the high tension lines of San 
Joaquin Power during the heaviest line 
construction period in the history of the 
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company. He was regarded as very faith- 
ful and efficient, having developed many 
improved methods for rapid construction 
of transmission lines. 

He is survived by a widow, Mrs. Janet 
P. Butt, and a daughter, Mrs. Zita M. 
Stickel of Santa Cruz, to whom San Joa- 
quin Power Magazine extends deepest 
sympathy. 


SUBSTATION OPERATOR HAS 
PRIZE-WINNING CHICKENS 


W. C. Whitener, operator at Caruthers 
Substation, is cashing in on his spare time 
by raising fine utility chickens. He now 
has 1,200, of which 
300 are old hens 
and 900 young 
chicks, all hatched 
in his incubator 
plant consisting ‘of 
eight electric ma- 
chines. 

The Whitener 
chickens are making 
some excellent rec- 
ords in egg-laying 
contests, the report 
for March stating 
that although han- 
dicapped with the 
loss of one hen in 
December and a second in May his Barred 
Rock pen is leading the first Nebraska Off- 
cial Egg-laying contest for a second month, 
with a total production of 450 eggs during 
the four months of the contest. Whitener’s 
hen, No. 11, is one of two birds tieing for 
first hen, with 115 eggs laid in 150 days. 

Whitener’s two pens of Barred Rocks in 
the Fresno County Egg-Laying Contest 
ranked third and eighth at the end of four 
months with a record of 496 and 464 eggs, 
respectively. He has two hens in this con- 
test, Nos. 150 and 151, which laid 29 eggs 
each during the month of March, tieing for 
second place. 

In other contests the Whitener chickens 
are showing up equally as well. During 
last year his Barred Rocks were first in 
heavy breeds in the entire Fresno County 
Egg-Laying Contest, with a record of 1,030 
eggs in 360 days from five hens. 


W. C. WHITENER 


The best thing about Spring is it comes 
when it is most needed. 


BAKERSFIELD 


Due to a change in the personnel of the re- 
porter staff of this district the news from 
Bakersfield is very limited this month. In fact, 
we have no reporter, and, pending the appoint- 
ment of one, we are merely contributing a few 
items caught here and there. 


Notwithstanding the fact that this locality was 
hit pretty hard last year, due to the low price 
of farm commodities, Bakersfield and the sur- 
rounding communities are going ahead, the city 
itself undergoing a wave of prosperity entirely 
unforeseen by those closest connected with con- 
ditions. Building activities are very brisk. 
Several good and substantial business houses 
are now under construction. Among those is 
the Haberfelde five-story office building. Plans 
are already drawn, and the contract let, for 
the new five hundred thousand dollar, eight- 
story Hotel Padre. This hotel is to be abso- 
lutely modern in every respect, and one of the 
best in the valley. 

The annual banquet to be held at Lebec by 
the Welfare Association has been temporarily 
postponed. Prospects at this time are that it 
will be held some time in the early part of May. 
This is an annual get-together affair and is 
always looked forward to as one of the main 
events of the year, where good fellowship and 
good cheer always abound. 


AT THE ARVIN FLOWER FESTIVAL 


Where Edith Perry and Lee Sumner were among those: 


present. 
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As this item is being written prospects are 
good for mammoth oil developments in the 
districts south of town. The test well on Union 
Avenue one mile south of the city limits is in 
oil sand at four thousand feet, prospects being 
exceptionally good for a paying well in this lo- 
cality. 

Considerable interest has been shown over 
the gorgeous carpet of wild flowers covering 
the valley and foothills this spring. The annual 
flower festival put on near Arvin was a won- 
derful success. Thousands of people were 
gathered there from all parts of the valley and 
southern California. The scene presented a 
wonderful aspect of what this part of the valley 
and California is at its best. 


Carla Randolph, who took it upon herself to 
become Mrs. Huston some time ago, has left 
the company to settle down to a real domestic 
life. 

Elmer Condley, Jr., formerly with the J. C. 
Penney Company, has taken a clerical position 
with us in the local office. 


Harold Brandin and Andrew (Tex) Dickson, 
who have been busy for the past few months 
on inventory, soon will complete their work here 
and move on to another district. 


Clarence Howard is looking forward to his 
summer vacation with great anticipation, as he 
intends motoring to his home in Tennessee. 


Lawrin Flinn has a modern Spanish type bun- 
galow in course of construction and is prepar- 
ing to send out invitations to all employes and 
his friends for a formal house warming just 
as soon as it is completed. 

Mrs. Edith Perry, who came here from San 
Luis Obispo several months ago to accept a po- 
sition with the Valley Electric Supply Company, 
has resigned her position and returned to her 
former home. Mrs. Perry made numerous 
friends while here who deeply regret her 
leaving. 

We are glad to announce Mr. Paul Hodshire 
as new manager of the Valley Electric Supply 
Company. Mr. Hodshire comes to us from 
Fresno, and is well qualified for the position, 
and is well liked by all who come in contact 
with him. 

Wallace T. Jones, who for several years has 
been our head counter man, has left the com- 
pany to accept a position as manager for the 
Remington Typewriter Company in this city. 
We regret losing Mr. Jones, as he was regarded 
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as one of our best young employes, and wish 
him every success in his new undertaking. 

W. H. “Billie” Jahant, who is connected with 
the Sales Department, has moved to Wasco, 
where he will be near the center of his work. 
Mr. Jahant has just completed the erection in 
Wasco of a modern Red Seal electrica! home. 


FRESNO DISTRICT NEWS ITEMS 
C. R. WORDEN, Reporter 

Mrs. E. Foht, who has been taking care of 
the stenographic work for Mr. E. C. Van Buren, 
has tendered her resignation to devote more 
time to her outside interests. Mrs. H. L. Martin 
has taken over Mrs. Foht's work. 

Camille Maher has been confined to her home 
for the past few weeks due to sickness but we 
trust that she will soon be with us again. Iso- 
belle Slaven is temporarily taking care of Mrs. 
Maher's work. 

We missed Rosalie Schmidt from the mailing 
desk for a week or ten days due to the serious 
illness of her son, Donald. The boy has re- 
covered and we are glad to see Rosalie back 
at her work. 

Another secret was disclosed on Tuesday 
evening March 29, when Grace Manley an- 
nounced her engagement to L. G. Baker. The 
lady in question arrived at the office next 
morning with the ring on the correct finger 
which caused considerable fervor. Just when 
the finals will be run off we have been unable 
to learn but we understand it will be in the 
near future. 

It has been reported that James “Graybar” 
Gleason has been bitten by the golf bug and 
that his spare moments are now taken up with 


San Joaquin Power Club Women’s Basketball team. Top row. left to right; 


Genevieve Sawyers, Thelma Cargile, Katherine Krum, 
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Lois Smith and 
Johnnie Cobb. Lower row: Myrtle Flake, Hazel Moxsy and Leora Grill. 
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the illusive game of “Cow Pasture Pool.” He 
has purchased a full set of clubs and we under- 
stand is ready to issue a challenge to all comers. 

Another new car has blossomed forth on the 
second floor with the certificate reading “Clar- 
ence W. Hughett." This sale was made in rec- 
ord time as the demonstration and signing of 
the necessary papers was accomplished in less 
than 30 minutes. 


FIFTH FLOOR 
GLADYS FRANCIS, Reforter 


A great commotion was created out in Roed- 
ing Park one Saturday afternoon not so long 
ago,—mothers were frantically calling their 
children,—dogs and cats were seeking shelter, 
—the animals in captivity huddled in corners, 
—an air of disaster prevailed—Lura Weems 
was learning to drive the Weems' new Chevy. 

Rachel McCollum has been transferred from 
the Stock Sales Department to W. E. Durfey's 
office. We will miss Rachel but wish her much 
luck in her new undertaking. 

E. R. Fisher of the Personnel Division, has 
been called to Texas on account of the illness 
of his father. 

Have you seen Vet Boller's new big Buick 
Sedan? Its a keen wagon. Spring affects 
some that way. 


EIGHTH FLOOR 


The first of a series of educational book- 
lets prepared by the Women's Committee, 
N. E. L. A, entitled *More Power to the 
Home, or Wiring the House," is being read 
by our girls with much benefit. In connec- 
tion with this course a fireless 
cooker demonstration will be 
given in the Auditorium May 
5 by Mrs. Mabel E. Tripp of 
the Valley Electrical Supply Co. 


'The San Joaquin Power Club 
women's basketball team have 
just completed a highly success- 
ful series of games in which 
they won every contest but one. 
The girls rated a four-column 
picture and a half-column story 
on the sports page of the Fresno 
Bee as a result of the brilliant 
showing they made in a game 
with the Merced Business and 
Professional Women’s team, 
played March 26. Outstanding 
features of this game were the 
goal throwing of Genevieve 
Sawy2rs who scored eleven 
points and Thelma Cargile who 
made eight points. 'The team 
work of the girls also came in 
for favorable mention. 'The 
score was 19 to 10. Those who 
played on the Power Club team 
in this game were Genevieve 
Sawyers, (captain) forward; 
'Thelma Cargile, forward; 
Dora Crill, center; Lois Smith, 
center; Johnnie Cobb, guard, 
and Katherine Krum, guard. 
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The following girls on the eighth floor spent 
a recent weekend at Santa Cruz: Effe Hen- 
fling, Mabelle Beckett, Cleo Harris, Irene Grif- 
fin and Lois Smith. They came back tired, 
but happy. 

'The eighth floor bunch were glad to welcome 
back Walter Couse and Ted Salm, who have 
been at Balch Camp during the construction of 
the Balch Plant. 

The sympathy of the eighth floor is ex- 
tended to A. B. Carpenter over the death of 
his father-in-law, E. J. Brewster, who passed 
away March 10. Mr. Brewster was an old 
resident of Fresno, for many years with the 
Fresno City Traction Company. 

J. E. DeGroot and family paid a short visit 
to Yosemite National Park recently, reporting 
the trip to be very delightful at this time of 
year. 

Fresno Power Club again is busy making 
preparations for the annual stage frolic. Under 
the direction of Al C. Joy rehearsals are being 
held regularly. 'The production to be known 
as “Wanted: A Mamma" will consist of a 
comedy interspersed with specialty and dancing 
acts. No definite date for the show has been 
set other than it will be during the month of 
May. 

Myrtle Flake of the Stenographic Depart- 
ment has been sponsored by the San Joaquin 
Power Club to run 
for queen of the third 
Annual San Joaquin 
Valley Rodeo to be 
held May 20 to 22. 
Each ticket Myrtle 
sells gives her so 
many votes and as it 
is votes that count 
San Joaquin Power 
Club members are 
urged to do their 
bit and help her put 
it over. Myrtle will 
make a very pretty 
queen in the event she is so honored. 
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CONSTRUCTION SERVICE DEPT. 
W. A. WARNER, Reporter 


There have been several changes in this De- 
partment since the first of the year. We have 
two new trouble shooters. 'They are H. L. Zu- 
fall, who previously worked on the line gang, 
and W. Smith, formerly with the telephone de- 
partment. Kenneth Reinold is now reading 
meters and Sidney Phillips left the company 
to become an auto salesman. 

George Hayden is back with us in the serv- 
ice department. There is too much fog up 
around the Bay for George. 

J. C. Heaslet is also back in this Depart- 
ment, transferred from the Engineering Depart- 
ment after surveying a transmission tower line 
which has been completed. 


W. E. Cunningham has been transferred to 
the Consumers! Department. 


Arthur Danks is back on the service rig. 
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W. A. Warner was transferred from the 
estimating department to the office. 


Arthur Danks is the proud father of a baby 
girl born January 14. 

Chester Marshall is also to be congratulated, 
a baby girl having arrived at his home on 
March 10. 

Frank McCrmish underwent an operation on 
January 15 and was back to work on February 
21, feeling fine and able to eat three square 
meals a day. 

Al Parsell was absent one day with a bad 
cold. He almost lost his voice. 

A 'True Cat Story—During the month of 
February the trouble shooter made not less than 
seven trips out to Hedges and Fresno to escort 
the same cat down from one of our poles, any- 
where from a 35-foot secondary to a 50-foot 
primary pole. The last time “Shorty” became 
very fond of Pussy, bringing her back with 
him to the office. Myrtle Jepsen became very 
much attached to it, and had the trouble 
shooter take the cat out to her home on North 
Fresno street. From there Pussy was trans- 
ported to the Jepsen Ranch about three miles 
from town. There are no poles or trees there 
for Pussy to climb, so on Saturday, March 26, 
she came back to town, and on Monday decided 
to climb some more poles in the rear of the 
Jepsen home, and let everyone know that she 
was on Top of the World, a graduated 
pole cat. 

A] Parsell drove up to San Mateo over a re- 
cent week-end and brought home his wife who 
has been visiting with her parents. Al went 
up over the Pacheco Pass and came back over 
the new Dumbarton Toll bridge which he re- 
ports is a very nice route to drive. He boosts 
more than ever before his Chevrolet four-in- 
line roadster equipped with hot and cold 
springs and dirigible tires that run very smooth- 
ly up to sixty-five miles per hour. He forgot 
to report that a bearing burned out on this trip 
and failed to mention how he got by the speed 
Cops. 


MADERA 


Don Trumbul from Dinuba has joined us as 
the new Valley Electric Salesman in this dis- 
trict. Welcome to our midst, Don. Make your- 
self at home! 

Everybody's talking to themselves these days 
getting their speeches made up for the big con- 
vention at Santa Cruz. A contest was held 
in the district office Tuesday, April 5, for the 
purpose of deciding the winner of this dis- 
trict. 

The Kilowatt Klub gave a hard-time party 
in the Women's Improvement Clubhouse on 
April Fool's night. All stages of poverty were 
exhibited at the affair—patches and rags being 
very much in evidence. A big horseshoe con- 
test was held, and games of all sorts were 
played, ending up with doughnuts and coffee 
at a late hour. 

Be that as it may, Mr. B. H. Catching, Ma- 
dera District foreman is pitching for the home 
horseshoe team. “Horses! Horses!” 
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ELEANORA HANSEN, Reporter 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bentley, of Alameda, 
both of whom were formerly employed by the 
Power Company here, were the week-end guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Scott and visited 
their many friends in this vicinity. 

Fred Holland, Kerman agent, has left the 
employ of the District and L. D. Coughran has 
taken his place. 

E. G. Stahl, District Manager, has again 
been elected to the presidency of the San Joa- 
quin Chamber of Commerce. A weekly lunch- 
eon club has been organized and a great deal 
of interest is being taken in the meetings. 

Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Scott are the proud 
parents of a baby girl. She was born in Fresno 
on March 25. 

On Friday, April Fool's Day, the Power Club 
gave a dancing party in the Legion building. 

Roy Caton, of Fresno, is now employed as 
storekeeper in this District. 

Mr. and Mrs. P. G. Slingsby and daughter 
me were recently week-end visitors in Oak- 
and. 

Tryouts for the Pacific Coast Electrical Asso- 
ciation's Public Speaking contest were held after 
a banquet given by the Power Club. 


SELMA 


FRANKIE McCrory, Reporter 


Our baseball team is coming along splendidly. 
They have been practicing hard these past few 
weeks, and any night a bunch of the boys can 
be seen getting into form for the coming games. 
Already a few practice games have been held, 
the boys demonstrated their “power” by winning 
from the Woodmen by a score of 10 to 9. In 
the High School game we did not get off so 
nicely, as the boys were out played by Pete 
McHenry’s pitching. 

This month we have several changes to re- 
port in our office. Miss Thelma Dale, who has 
been with us for the past five months, left the 
employ of the Company on the first of April to 
accept a position as private secretary to Mr. 
McKillop of the High School. Miss Annetta 
Cargile left her desk April 2 and soon will be 
occupying the position of housewife. Her mar- 
riage to Walter Sorenson will be an event of 
Easter Week. We wish to take this means of 
expressing to the happy couple our congratu- 
lations and best wishes. Miss Naomi Hemming- 
sen is assisting the Operating Department, hav- 
ing taken over the work of Miss Cargile. 

Frank Alexander has purchased a Chrysler 
“70” coach, and is surely showing some speed 
these days. Most always one of the fair sex can 
be seen by his side, and we have no doubt that 
wedding bells will soon be ringing. 

Marion Phillips made a week-end trip to San 
Diego recently and brought back his family who 
have been visiting in the southern city for the 
past few weeks. 

The Girls’ Club came to life again and has 
been showing an unusual amount of activity 
this past month. A St. Patrick's luncheon was 
held and the committee in charge surely de- 
serve a great deal of credit for the lovely 
luncheon served, as well as for the novel decor- 
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ations. On Monday evening, they met at the 
home of Frankie McCrory, and then proceeded 
to the home of Annetta Cargile and surprised 
her with a shower of kitchen articles. Annette 
was surely surprised, but rallied to the occa- 
sion and a lovely time was had. She was 
assisted in entertaining by her sister, Thelma 
Cargile. At a late hour delicious refreshments 
were served and we departed wishing her much 
happiness. Another lunch hour was pleasantly 
spent together when Mrs. Rena Stevenson took 
us all to Kingsburg for lunch. On the last 
afternoon of Thelma's stay with us, she was 
presented with a picture as a token of the 
esteem in which she was held. 


A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stephen- 
son and Joe has been receiving the congratula- 
tions of the force. He says that his son already 
can climb poles. 


Yosemite has been the lure of a few of our 
company of late. Ed Greenwald spent a week- 
end there recently and reported a wonderful 
time. Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Anderson mo- 
tored as far as Mariposa and visited with 
freinds and the next day all motored into the 
Valley for the day. They report the waterfalls 
at their best and that most of the snow has 
melted from the floor of the Valley. 

Joe Stephenson has had to return to San 
Francisco for another examination and further 
treatment. It is hoped that he will soon be 
able to return to his work again. 

Jack Bemusdoffer has been spending most 
of his Sundays in San Francisco lately. 

Mrs. Lola Anderson has been entertaining 
a friend from the south for the past few days. 


MERCED 
AGNES Knapp, Reporter 


Clyde Puckett, Valley salesman in our Dis- 
trict was married on February 5 at Modesto to 
Miss Rosalie Barksdale. After the honeymoon 
they took up their residence in the Parkside 
Apartments. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Lord are the proud 
parents of a 71¿-pound baby girl born Thurs- 
day, March 10. 

The Merced Gas Plant was visited recently 
by the chemistry class of the Dos Palos High 
School. The science and chemistry classes of 
Merced High also visited the plant. 

Frank Garbarino, serviceman out of Livings- 
ton is absent from his work on a sick leave. 
When he returns he will have a new Ford 
roadster in which to resume his duties. 

Joe Harkness, storekeeper, is absent from 
work on account of the flu. We hope he will 
be back soon. Several other employees have 
had the flu this month, M. C. Warner, E. And- 
eregg, C. L. Park and John Rogers. 

The Fresno San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation girls’ basketball team came to 
Merced on March 12 and played the Merced 
Business and Professional Women's Club team 
and were defeated 16 to 13. “he return game 
played in Fresno March 26 at the Technical 
High School Gym ended 19 to 10 in favor of 
the Fresno team. 

Mel Fowler and his family are moving to 
Merced. 


26 
BALCH POWER HOUSE 


Geo. J. GLEASON, Reporter 


Parties have been much in vogue here this 
month. On March 2, Mrs. T. B. Boydson gave 
a farewell bridge party for the John Taylor 
family who left here March 3 for Feather 
River. 

Mrs. F. R. McGeorge gave a surprise birth- 
day party March 5 for her husband. A birth- 
day cake with 60 candles on it was one of the 
features of the evening. We are very much 
in doubt as to Mac’s real age as we helped 
to administer the customary paddling, and it 
took three huskys to do the job. We will say 
that he is a good old man anyway. 

On March 13 Mrs. Chas. Howell entertained 
the members of the operating force and their 
families with an evening of dancing. Music 
was furnished by radio. 

F. O. Scott of Fresno was here for a few 
days the last of the month to help solve the 
mystery of the butterfly valve control circuit. 
After a few days of deep thought and hard 
walking he reported it ready for operation. 


Mr and Mrs. John McDougal left here 


March 10 for Merced where Mr. McDougal 
will have charge of some work for the Yose- 
mite Portland Cement Company. They expect 
to return here about June 1. 

Mrs. Eugene Martin gave a card party at 
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her home on March 12. The evening was 
spent with bridge and “five” hundred. 

Mrs. Jackson, sister of Mrs. H. V. Richey, 
is spending a few days at the Richey home. 

Ted Salm and Walter Couse of the Fresno 
office, who have been in the Balch office during 
tunnel and power house construction, returned 
to their old jobs in the Fresno office March 15. 

L. A. Larson is holding down the Balch office 
now. 

Tony Dean and Stump Dunswarth of the 
Engineering Department are spending a few 
days at Power House No. 1 installing a gaug- 
ing station on the San Joaquin river below 
Kerckhoff dam. 

On March 24, a dancing party which was 
well attended was given at the Richey home. 
Music was furnished by Jean Martin on the 
mandolin and Mrs. F. McGeorge on the guitar. 

Mrs. F. R. McGeorge, Mrs. Chas. Ellis and 
Miss Alice Davis made a two-day trip to 
Porterville during the latter part of the month. 
Miss Edna Niswander of Fresno who was 
visiting Miss Davis accompanied them on the 
trip. 


CORCORAN 


Fern Beck, Reporter 
L. J. Moore was in Corcoran District dur- 
ing March, and took a trip over into the Ket- 
tleman Hills District with Mr. Carroll. He was 


THE OPERATING CREW AT BALCH CAMP AND THEIR FAMILIES 
Lower row, left to right: Vernon McGeorge, George Martin, Betty Lee Boydston, Shirley Ann Boydston, 


Irving Martin and Clifford Richey. 


Second row, left to right: Bert Anderson, electrician; Mrs. H. V. Richey, Mrs. Lindell, Mrs. Eugene 
Martin, Mrs. T. B. Boydston, Miss M. Dennis and Mrs. Charles Howell. 
Third row, left to right: L. O. Leiber, operator; Mrs. L. O. Leiber, Miss Alice Davis, school teacher, and 


Mrs. F. R. McGeorge. 


Fourth row, left to right: Eugene Martin, operator; R. C. Norman, Allis Chambers engineer, and George 


J. Gleason, operator. 


Last row, left to right: H. V. Richey, operator; T. B. Boydston, oiler; Steve Murry, mechanic; F. R. 


McGeorge, superintendent, and Charles Howell, oiler. 


Charles Ellis, oiler, and Mrs. Ellis were not in camp when the picture was taken. 
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very enthusiastic over the possibilities for busi- 
Ness in that section of the country, as well as 
the profusion of wild flowers. 

C. W. Hughett spent a couple of days with 
us, and reported that he had to have a micro- 
scope to find anything on our delinquent list. 

E. R. Banks and M. E. Newlin came down to 
see us, and E. A. Quinn also spent a few hours 
here. 

Jimmy Wainscoat made a trip through the 
West Side with District Manager Carroll. 

Lorenzo Carrasco, who recently came to Cor- 
coran from Lemoore, is most popular with the 
opposite sex. He is possessed of a very pleasing 
bass voice, and is in great demand at all social 
functions. 


Byron Hunkins has spent one week-end in 
Carmel and one in Fresno, recently, visiting 
with his parents. 

Isaiah Hale, Safety Agent for the Santa Fe, 
was in Corcoran recently and made a very fine 
talk at the Ladies’ Clubhouse, at which most 
of our boys were present. Incidentally, in the 
course of his remarks, Hale complimented the 
audience on the fine looks of the men assembled. 


CRANE VALLEY DISTRICT 


F. G. PETTEYS, Reporter 


Bass Lake is slowly rising to the top of the 
dam. At the deepest point it was around 105 
feet on March 10 and indications are that it 
will reach its maximum depth of 118 feet. 

Jimmie Gleason, formerly an operator at P. 
H. No. 1, but now at Balch Plant, visited his 
old time friends here recently. Jimmie says 
that he likes it fine at Balch and the new plant 
works smoothly. 


D. P. Russell and family spent a few days 
visiting friends and relatives in San Francisco. 
They reported a good time. 


J. E. Lane sports a brand new Oldsmobile 
Coupe. He also sports a bandaged arm which 
was skinned in a regular baseball game in a 
slide to first. He made a brave attempt but 
the umpire declared him out. 

According to recent measurements of the 
snow, taken by Wm. Beem, who had the pleas- 
ure of snowshoeing back to Chilkoot Lake, 
there is seven feet of well packed snow at the 
lake, which is a high average. 

Crane Valley District Power Club is putting 
in a new croquet ground and a tennis court, and 
plans to have a large club house to take care 
of social activities. 

Anthony Dean is working a small crew of 
men installing a gauging station on the San 
Joaquin River about a mile below Kerckhoff 
Dam. The party is making headquarters at 
No. 1. Power House camp traveling to and 
from their work by motor boat. Materials 
used in the construction are packed in over 
trails from the nearest road above the dam. 


Your guests, who are unfamiliar with your 
rooms, will appreciate push-button switches 
near the door in each room, although you may 
not feel that you need them for your own con- 
venience. 
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CORCORAN DISTRICT 


F. C. CARROLL, District Manager 

During the month of March this district re- 
ceived nine applications for power, aggregating 
472 kilowatts, seven consumers for cooking and 
heating load, with 54 kilowatts, and eleven 
lighting consumers. 

The following installations were connected in 
the Corcoran district: W. A. and Susie Chad- 
wick, 5 horsepower motor; B. F. Gilbert, 2 
horsepower milking machine; Zelma Hunter, 
712 horsepower motor; Manuel Moraes, 7% 
horsepower motor; Mrs. F. H. Kennedy, an in- 
crease from 60 to 100 horsepower; Rein Hak- 
ker, an increase from 8 to 15 horsepower; J. 
C. Lourenzo. an increase from 5 to 10 horse- 
power; Chanslor-Canfield Midway Oil Com- 
pany, 291 horsepower drilling rig; F. M. Sewell, 
1 horsepower domestic motor. 


The following cooking and heating load was 
added: Chanslor-Canfield Midway Oil Com- 
pany, 31 kilowatts; Fred B. Matteson, 6.5 kilo- 
watts; B. H. Carroll, 6.5 kilowatts; T. J. Mc- 
Carthy, 9.8 kilowatts; J. B. Freeman, 11.9 kilo- 
watts; L. C. Logan, 6.5 kilowatts; H. M. Good- 
rich, 10 kilowatt sterilizer; Mose Baihley, an 
increase from 5 to 10 kilowatt sterilizer; Roy 
Hazard, 8.4 kilowatts. 


The farmers of Corcoran territory are very 
busily engaged in preparing ground for spring 
planting of corn and cotton. 

A very good grain crop is assured. Also 
there is an abundance of feed on the grazing 
lands. 


While there will be a shrinkage of the cotton 
acreage as compared with last year, the grain 
will more than make up the difference in total 
value of agricultural crops produced in this 
district. 


EPISODE OF AN ALLIGATOR, 
CAPTURED IN TULARE LAKE 
By Line GANG 


From Florida’s Coast he wended his way, 
Seeking a peaceful place to stay; 

He landed at Jast at Tulare Lake, 
And said, “This is Heaven, and no mistake.” 


And in water that's pumped with electric power 
He splashed around, by the day and hour, 

He wrote to his friends in the Everglades, 
While he rolled in glee in the tule blades. 


This little ‘gator was happy and gay 
Until a line gang spied him one day. 
As they came up he vainly ran 
But they brought him in to Corcoran. 


They turned him over to F. C. Carroll 
Who placed him in a good-sized barrel, 
And right away he burst forth in song, 
Because the darned barrel smelled so strong. 


He sang of the barrel that smelled so good. 
And drank of the contents all that he could. 
He sang that Corcoran suited him swell, 
And that Florida’s Coast could go to H---! 
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TAFT DISTRICT 


Rop McDoNarp, Reporter 

Taft district is out for the matrimonial mara- 
thon record of San Joaquin Power System. It 
has a score of six during the past year, which, 
we maintain is the highest percentage per num- 
ber of employees of all San Joaquin Power dis- 
tricts. The last two to cross the tape are T. O. 
Berry who took unto himself Miss Jewel Bran- 
non of the Taft office. A shower of presents 
from fellow employees included a percolator, 
toaster, iron and baby rattle. The couple now 
are keeping house at 417 Pico street where they 
are becoming reconciled to their fate. 

The second matrimonial event was somewhat 
of a surprise. J. C. Berry (no relation to T. O.) 
slipped away for a few days’ vacation and re- 
turned with a charming little wife in the per- 
son of Shelby Sparkman, formerly of the Power 
Sales department at Fresno. The presents in- 
cluded a waffle iron and a cut glass water set 
from Taft office employees. Shelby and Jim 
now are comfortably living in one of the at- 
tractive Warren Court apartments. 

And there are impending possibilities that 
ere long the club will be called upon to purchase 
another waffle iron, percolator, toaster or other 
lure of kilowatt hours. It is rumored that a 
certain little queen of Fellows soon will land 
a king and the bachelor’s club will lose another 
member. Whether or not there is any truth in 
the report the club treasurer is looking over his 
balance sheet to determine just how much of a 
jolt it can stand. It has been suggested that 
the club put in a stock of presents. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Power 
Club A. W. Brink was chosen president; T. O. 
Berry, vice-president; Mrs. T. O. Berry, secre- 
tary, and O. A. Kommers, who has been treas- 
urer since the organization of the club, was 
unanimously chosen to succeed himself. 

Several of the San Joaquin boys have pur- 
chased cabin sites in the Morro Rock View 
Tract at Cayucos. The tract overlooks the 
ocean and presents the very best view of any 
place along the entire coast. Among those who 
went over Sunday to inspect their properties 
were K. C. and P. E. King and their father 
and mother, A. W. Brink, J. M. Shoopman and 
Rod McDonald. 

Great progress is being made in the classes 
taking the N. E. L. A. courses. The class in 
electricity is on its sixth lesson, all receiving 
grades of “A” in each lesson. The class in 
accounting expects to finish by the middle of 
April. 

Loretta McCurdy of the office force was 
forced to remain at home for two days on ac- 
count of sickness. 

Mrs. Esther Goodwin resigned as steno- 
grapher so that she and her husband could 
move out on the lease where Mr. Goodwin is 
employed. Her place has been filled by Lois 
Kearsing who was for several months steno- 
grapher in the bank at Maricopa. 

L. J. Fuller has completed his two-story 
garage and is about to move into the De Luxe 
apartments which are in the second story. 
When it comes to view, fresh air and comfort, 
this novel arrangement is the last word in the 
architect's library. 
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SELMA DISTRICT 


Howarp H. Young, District Manager 

In spite of the heavy rainfall, which tended 
to cut the output of kilowatt hours for agri- 
cultural power, a large volume of business was 
definitely signed during March, our heaviest 
month for the year which compared very fav- 
orably with March of a year ago. An agri- 
cultural motor load of 556 horsepower on 
schedule P-2 was signed, representing service to 
sixty new consumers. A cooking and heating 
load of 134.5 kilowatts also was signed, which 
easily makes March the largest month of its 
kind for the past twelve months. Twenty- 
nine lighting installations and three 100 c.p. 
street lights were also added during the month. 
The estimated cost to serve all of this business 
is $40,970. A 50-horsepower motor for the 
Selma Water Company was also signed ani 
soon will be installed. Drilling of the new 16- 
inch well is almost completed. This well will 
add 1,000 gallons a minute at a fifty-pound 
main pressure to the water supply for the city 
of Selma. The cost of this improvement is 
estimated at $5,100. 'The well is located on 
Wilson street near Nebraska avenue and wiil 
connect directly with the 8-inch main that was 
installed five years ago in this vicinity of town. 
This will be the fifth unit serving the water 
system and should give adequate supply of 
water for years to come. 

A list of the agricultural power consumers 
added during the month would be too volumin- 
ous to include in a report of this kind. The 
business signed was scattered over the district. 
a large majority of it being in the vicinity of 
Selma, Fowler and Parlier, with a few installa- 
tions added in the Riverdale and Caruthers 
territory. 

A new power line a mile in length has been 
contracted for in the vicinity of Camden, a 
little community located about midway between 
Laton and Riverdale. Seven electric range in- 
stallations and half a dozen motors were 
signed, making possible the installation of thi« 
particular power line. Another lighting instal- 
lation that merits particular mention is the 
Kingsburg Plumbing Company of Kingsburg 
who added one kilowatt of additional light- 
ing for their shop, making conditions much 
more favorable for work. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen G. REDFERN, District Manager 

The general outlook for a crop this year is 
very good as a result of the splendid rains this 
winter and spring. 'The vines and trees are in 
good condition, frosts have done no damage and 
if prices are good this fall business should 
pick up. 

The Anderson Cafe of Reedley is putting 
in a short order counter in which will be in- 
stalled approximately 714 kilowatts in electric 
appliances. 

The Piggly-Wiggly Grocery Company have 
opened a new store at Reedley and installed a 
good lighting job consisting of six totally en- 
closed units of 200 watts each for general light- 
ing and 600 watts in the windows. 

The Odell Beauty Shoppe, the better illumi- 
nating job we have been working on, has been 
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completed with three outlets with totally en- 
closed units of 300 watts each, six 60-watt 
units for the booths and 200 watts in each win- 
dow, making a total of 1,700 watts in the 
Shoppe. 

The City of Dinuba connected an additional 
6.6 amp street light during the month. 

The “cow, sow and hen” program is coming 
along very satisfactory in the District. Four 
more consumers during the month of March 
have gone into the poultry business starting 
with baby chicks. One purchased 200, one 500, 
one 1,000 and another 1,500 White Leghorn 
baby chicks. They have connected nine electric 
brooders of 300 watts each and 12 electric 
incubators of 400 watts each. 

During the month we received 11 applica- 
tions for lighting, 12.8 KW for cooking and 
heating, and for the following motors: Alta Irri- 
gation District and Minnehaha Orchards, 20 
horsepower each; Steve Pandol, 20 horsepower; 
Aron Rempel, 15 horsepower; John K. Wark- 
entine, Nancy Crookshanks and H. S. Crocker 
Company, 10 horsepower each; A. Downing, 
Fred Jarrett, H. G. Lewis and Orrin Clapp, 
7% horsepower each; George T. Fisher, C. 
K. Eidsen, Farmers & Merchants Savings 
Bank, C. W. Updyke and H. R. Manwiler, 5 
horsepower each, in addition to several appli- 
cations for motors from 1 to 3 horsepower. 


KERN CANYON PLANT 
Wm. McELLIGOTT, Reporter 


February has past and we are glad to see 
spring begin to show. We have had a great 
deal of rain this winter and everything is 
beautiful. The canyon looks grand with all 
the poppies in bloom and everything so green. 
The hills seem to be alive with poppy pickers 
these days. Visitors at Canyon for the month 
of February were: Mr. and Mrs. A. Y. Meu- 
dell and son, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Gibson and 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Yeamans, all of 
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada. Mrs. Gibson is 
a sister of Mr. Meudell. The vistors were 
greatly impressed with oranges and lemons 
growing while the trees were in bloom. 


We also had Mose McElligott of the Crane 
Valley District as a visitor the last of the 
month for a short stay. 

We hear of summer vacations already. 
Where are you going to spend yours? Don’t 
overlook Kern Canyon and other Kern County 
resorts in making your plans. 

On March 24 we had some excitement in 
Camp No. 2. A cottage caught fire and the 
inside was completely gutted. The McElli- 
gott’s lost all their clothes except what they had 
on. Everything else not burned was badly 
damaged with water. The boys handled the 
fire apparatus well and gained control of the 
fire. In doing so confined the flames to the 
one building, thereby saving other buildings 
and several orange and lemon trees. Two of 
the boys of the Edison Company, L. J. B. 
Volantereo of K. R. No. 1 and Mr. Thorne of 
the construction department, did excellent work 
on the hose and in saving the piano and other 
things. It shows the cooperative spirit of today 
compared with twenty years ago. 
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SAN LUIS OBISPO 


Lota M. RIGHITTI, Reporter 

Who is he? Prince of Wales, King of 
Sweden, or Douglas Fairbanks? This was 
the general question 
one morning. We 
were sure it could be 
no less than one of 
these three or someone 
equally prominent. 
The party of mystery 
was none other than 
G. H. Grummett who 
was paying us a fly- 
ing visit from the 
Fresno ۰ ۰ We 
hope next time he will 
tell us who he is and 
why. 

After several years’ 
absence Maymie Han- 
rahan is again with 

Gs B. GRUMMETT the San Luis office. 

E. W. Weidemann has been transferred from 
the San Luis Obispo office to range serviceman 
as the large number of electric ranges and 
water heaters in the San Luis Obispo District 
require the attention of an experienced serv- 
iceman. 

Edith L. Perry at one time connected with 
the San Luis Obispo office is now range demon- 
strator for Cline’s Electric Shop. We fully ex- 
pect to be the judges of all the goodies she 
cooks. 

C. A. Karling has left us for a year’s leave 
of absence on account of poor health. J. E. 
Hammond, at present San Luis Obispo District 
power salesman has taken over the northern 
end of the territory and is now the proud pos- 
sessor of a Dodge touring car, leaving his little 
Ford under the shed at the garage. 

C. C. Chiesa is driving around in a new pea 
green Chrysler coupe. How do you do it, 
Clarence? 

Is he saving his money, or is his razor 
broken? We wonder! Ed Doyle says he is rais- 
ing a moustache. 


SANTA MARIA APPLIANCE DISPLAY 
The Midland Counties Public Service Corporation booth 
entered in the recent Automobile and Industrial Exhibi- 
tion held April 16, 17 and 18. 
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SEVEN PRIZE AWARDS 
OFFERED BY N. E. L. A. 


The National Electric Light Association an- 
nounces seven prize awards, to be given for 
the best papers on subjects relating to the 
electric light and power industry. Any person 
engaged in the electric light and power industry 
is eligible to compete. The awards follow: 


DOHERTY PRIZE 
Consisting of a gold medal donated by Henry 
L. Doherty, president of H. L. Doherty & Com- 
pany, for the best paper on any subject relat- 
ing to the electric light and power industry. 


HARRIET BILLINGS PRIZE 

Consisting of a cash award of fifty ($50) 
dollars donated by W. C. L. Eglin, vice-presi- 
dent of The Philadelphia Electric Company, in 
recognition of Miss Billings’ services to the 
Association as secretary in its early days, for 
the second best paper on any subject relating 
to the electric light and power industry. 


H. M. BYLLESBY PRIZE 

Consisting of cash awards of two hundred 
and fifty ($250) dollars, one hundred and 
fifty ($150) dollars, and one hundred ($100) 
dollars, donated by H. M. Byllesby & Company, 
in memory of H. M. Byllesby, for the three 
best papers showing how to increase the use- 
fulness of the accountant in the public utility 
industry. 

MARTIN J. INSULL PRIZE 

Consisting of a cash award of two hundred 
and fifty ($250) dollars donated by Martin J. 
Insull, president of the Middle West Utilities 
Company, for the best paper dealing with public 
relations in the electric light and power in- 
dustry. 

JAMES H. MCGRAW PRIZE 

Consisting of cash awards of two hundred 
and fifty ($250) dollars, one hundred and 
fifty ($150) dollars, and one hundred ($100) 
dollars, donated by James H. McGraw, presi- 
dent of the McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, 
for the three best papers on any engineering or 
technical subject relating to the electric light 
and power industry. 

ARTHUR WILLIAMS PRIZE 

Consisting of a cash award of two hundred 
and fifty ($250) dollars, donated by Arthur 
Williams, vice-president of The New York 
Edison Company, for the best paper on any 
commercial subject relating to the electric light 
and power industry. 

FRANK W. SMITH EDUCATIONAL PRIZE 

Consisting of a cash award of one hundred 
($100) dollars donated by Frank W. Smith, 
vice-president of The United Electric Light and 
Power Company, to the person making the 
most creditable showing in the educational 
courses provided by the National Electric Light 
Association. 

Manuscripts should be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the National Electric Light Asso- 
ciation on or before May 15, for submission 
to the Prize Awards Committee. Announce- 
ments of prize winners will be made at the N. 
E. L. A. Convention, Atlantic City, June 6 to 
10. For further details, address Secretary, 
National Electric Light Association, 29 West 
39th Street, New York City. 
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$700 FOR PRIZE ESSAYS 
ON CUSTOMER RELATIONS 


The Customer Relations Committee of the 
Pacific Coast Electrical Association again will 
conduct an essay contest, the subject chosen 
this year being "How Best Can I Serve My 
Company and Its Customers." The contest is 
open to all San Joaquin Power employees ex- 
cept major department heads and district man- 
agers. A manual giving information on the 
subject is available to all employees through 
district managers and department heads. 


A total of $700 in prizes will be given. The 
best essay will receive a prize of $100, the next 
$75, the next $50, the next five $25 each, the 
next ten $10 each. In addition to these cash 
prizes a prize of $10 each will be awarded by 
lot to fifteen contestants other than winners 
of merit prizes. 


The company having the largest percentage 
of contestants entered in this contest will be 
awarded a cup by the general committee. 


Papers must be in the hands of Lloyd Hen- 
ley, Contest Director for this company, on or 
before May 1, 1927. 


VALLEY ELECTRIC WINDOW 
WINS PRIZE IN CONTEST 


'The display windows of the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company have long been one of the 
show places in the business section of Fresno. 
The attractive arrangement of the many ap- 
pliances entering into the home electrical has 
given Fresno homekeepers an opportunity to 
keep abreast of developments in the appliance 
end of the electrical industry as well as to se- 
lect those articles that find a place in the mod- 
ern home. 

But few who gaze on these interesting and 
instructive displays know that they are the 
work of J. U Berry, display manager for the 
Valley Electrical Supply Company. Berry has 
gained a wide reputation as a window trim- 
mer and is regarded as one of the most formi- 
dable contenders in contests for prizes offered 
by various manufacturers for the most attractive 
displays. He has won several trophy cups for 
his windows and usually is “in the money" in ' 
most contests he enters. His last effort in this 
direction resulted in third prize for a Hoover 
Window display contest. 'The first prize went 


to a Spokane house, while the second was won 
by a Poughkeepsie, N. Y., power company. 


PRIZE HOOVER WINDOW 
Staged by the Valley Electrical Supply Company. 


Mrs. Van Thick Lightens a Shaving Tragedy 


WHERE THE SAM HILL 
IS THE LIGHT THAT 
BELONGS IN HERE 
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San JoAQUIN Power MAGAZINE 


Sandy McTavish, proprietor of a corner 
confectionery, was the proud owner of a 
new cash register. One day, when an old 
friend came into the shop and bought a 
five-cent cigar, the customer noted that 
Sandy pocketed the money instead of put- 
ting it into the drawer. 

“Why not ring it up?” he asked. “You'll 
be forgetting it.” 

“Oh, I'll nae forget it," replied the wary 
Scot. “Ye ken I keep track in mah head 
until I get a dollar, an’ then I ring it up. 
It saves the wear-r and tear-r on the ma- 
chine.” 


An old lady walked into the Judge’s 
office. 

“Are you the judge of Reprobates?" she 
inquired. 

“T am the judge of Probate,” replied his 
honor, with a smile. 

“Well, that’s it, I expect,” answered the 
old lady. “You see,” she went on confi- 
dentially, “my husband died detested and 
left several little infidels, and I want to be 
their executioner.” 


Mother (viewing daughter’s new party 
dress) —"It's all right, but the waist 
doesn't match the skirt very well in the 
back." 

Daughter—""That isn't the waist, moth- 
er. That's me." 


'Two little girls were on their way home 
from Sunday School and were solemnly 
discussing the lesson. 

“Do you believe there is a devil?” asked 
one. 

“No,” said the other, promptly, “it's like 
Santa Claus, it's your father." 


'The fellow who is hard boiled with re- 


gard to accident prevention is only half 


baked. 
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Many A True Wor, Etc. 

“Papa, what is a low-brow?” 

“A low-brow, my son, is a person who 
likes the funny papers, snappy stories, girl 
shows and the like and doesn’t mind say- 
ing so.” 

“And what’s a high-brow, papa?” 

“A high-brow, my son, is a low-brow 
who won't admit it.” 


CHANGING METHODS 


Father was feeling critical toward his 
son. “Boy,” said he, “why don’t you get 
out and find a job? When I was your age 
I was working fifteen hours a day for three 
bucks a week and at the end of five years 
I owned the store. Let that stand as an 
example to you, son!” 

The son reflected and then replied, “You 
can’t do that nowadays, dad, they all got 
cash registers !”—Open Road. 
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Ihe Ox Woman 


On an East Indian Farm, where the crop is tea, à 
wooden plow turns up the rich black soil. A woman 
drives, another woman pulls—and a black ox pulls 
beside her. 


Many American women often do work as hard as their 
Oriental sisters. They toil at the washtub, they carry 
water, they churn by hand—all tasks which electricity 
can do. 


The release of the American woman from physical 
drudgery is coming about through the increasing use 
of electricity in the home. 


Consult your electrical dealer. He will be glad to 
show you the many ways in which electricity can be 
made to work for you. 


